
Dutch Farm Survey 

4th Grade Social Studies  –  Colonial Immigration 

Lesson Title:  Going Dutch 

 

 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

(A Day in the Life...) 
 

Acre:  A term for measuring land; one acre is 43,560 square feet, or roughly the size of a 

city block. 

Aisle:  An open space or passage inside a building; a typical Dutch barn has a large 

center aisle or "threshing floor" with two narrow aisles on each side. 

Anchor Beam:  The horizontal beam that connects the H-frame posts in Dutch barns; the 

part of the "H" that goes across. 

Box Bed:  A bed built into the wall with doors to close out the cold. 

Box Stairs:  A closed-in stairway with doors at each end. 

Chaff:  The husks or coverings of grain; these need to be removed before we can eat the 

grains or process them into flour. 

Churn:  To separate the oil from the milk to make butter. 

Corn Crib:  A small building that has slanted sides and open slats to allow corn to dry 

during storage. 

Dutch Barn:  A large barn made with H-frames placed in a row from one gable end to 

the other; the H-frames divide the barn into a large center aisle and two side aisles, which 

make its floor almost square, unlike the usual English rectangular barns. 

Dutch Door:  A door that has two separate halves, top and bottom, which can be opened 

separately or together. 

Flail:  A heavy stick tied to a long stick; when you swing down the long stick, the heavy 

stick twirls around and smashes the stalks on the floor, separating the stalks, leaves, and 

grains of crops such as wheat, barley, and oats. 

Gable Walls:  The walls where the roof comes to a peak; the top of the wall looks like an 

upside-down "V." 
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Granary:  Any place where grain (like corn, wheat, barley) is stored. 

H-Frame:  The shape of the main supports for the barn is a capital “H”; the H-frame 

consists of two vertical posts and a very large horizontal beam called an "anchor." 

Hay Barrack:  A structure with a moveable roof that is used for storing amounts of hay 

that may change from time to time. 

Loft:  The storage area above the H-frame in the Dutch barn — or any other high 

("lofty") place. 

Manger:  A trough or open container for holding feed for animals to eat from. 

Mow:  The area on top of the anchor beams of the H-frames, used for storage for hay and 

other feed for animals; sometimes called a "loft." 

Mow Poles:  These are placed across the anchor beams, spaced slightly apart for 

ventilation, and used as a floor on which to store the sheaves. 

Purlins or Purlin Plates:  The horizontal beams connecting the tops of the H-frames, 

and holding up the rafters of the roof. 

Rafters:  The framing of the roof. 

Speculaas:  A kind of gingerbread cookie. 

Tenon:  The part of the anchor beam that goes through the H-frame posts to hold it up; in 

Dutch barns this usually sticks out the other side of the posts. 

Thresh:  To break apart grain to release the grain from the stalk. 

Threshing Floor:  The large middle section or aisle of a Dutch barn, under the H-frames. 

Winnowing:  Separating the grain from its husk or coating — as well as other small 

pieces of the plant — by tossing them into the air and catching the heavier grain in a 

screen or basket, while the lighter stalks or chaff are blown away by the wind. 


